Using and Developing Electronic Assessments

An online course specifically aimed at the FE Sector in Scotland

This course introduces both the wide range of electronic assessments currently available and the British Standard Guidelines on using IT for assessments. These guidelines are then related to the design and development process for both summative and formative assessments.

Introduction

The course consists of five tutorial modules and was specifically developed for use with the SQA unit DKON 35 E-Assessments: Designing and developing an online test. When used for this purpose, it is advisable to use the learning objects in sequence. However, modules 2 to 4 could equally well be used in isolation as professional development activities or indeed embedded into other courses. Some possible ways of using these electronic learning objects are outlined in the table 2 on page 3.

How to install the Learning Objects

Each module is delivered as a compressed zip folder (LRN package), which can be uploaded to any virtual learning environment. When uploading, choose unpackage and then select the file launch.html as the starting file. 

If you intend to present the five modules as a distinct course, ensure that you upload the files to the same location in the appropriate order. You might want to name the files in the manner indicated in the table 1 overleaf.

Suggested Names for linking to the Learning Objects

	Suggested Learning Object Link Names

	Sequential Use
	Stand Alone Use

	Module 1: Getting Started
	N/A

	Module 2: Introducing e-assessments
	Introducing Electronic Assessments

	Module 3: Guidelines for e-assessments
	Guidelines for using and developing Electronic Assessments 

	Module 4: Developing an Electronic Test
	Developing an Electronic Test

	Module 5: Summing Up
	N/A


Brief Descriptions of Content and Alternative Uses

	Learning Object File Names
	Content
	Alternative Uses

	IntroModule.zip
	Module 1: Getting Started

Introduces the course if modules are used sequentially

Includes brief descriptions of the learning objectives for each module in the course
	Should only be used if the modules are used sequentially as a distinct course

	EAssessments.zip
	Module 2: Introducing E-Assessments

Introduces the different types of electronic assessments currently available including examples of how they may be used in an educational setting.
	Could be used as a professional development activity to let staff see the benefits of using electronic assessments

	Guidelines.zip
	Module 3: Guidelines for E-Assessments

This module summarises the British Standard guidelines on using IT in electronic assessments and relates them to developing both formative and summative electronic assessments.

The contents section also includes advice on producing objective questions that reach the higher cognitive levels as purported by Bloom’s taxonomy.
	This module could be used as a professional development activity in a wide variety of scenarios.

One user has even suggested that the module should be a compulsory activity for all external moderators.

	Developing.zip
	Module 4: Developing an Electronic Test

This module specifically looks at a suggested development process for electronic summative assessments. The process is related to that used for paper based summative assessments and to that used for formative assessments. 
	In many ways this module follows on from the previous module and could be delivered in conjunction with that module. 

	Summary.zip
	Module 5: Summing Up

Very short module that sums up what has been covered in the course.
	Should only be used if the modules are used sequentially as a distinct course
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